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Greening of St. Albanôs on December 18.  The Gates-Andrews family and friends pitch in. Below left:  

Little Owen Andrews gets to work. Right: Owen, Jessica, Ann (Gates), Charlie, Jed, Dan (Sullivan) and Molly.   

January always seems like the time for life to slow down after the good chaos 
of Christmas. But remember that the season of Christmas has just begun on the 

eve of December 25, and continues for twelve days up to January 6 (remember 

the Christmas carol ñThe Twelve Days of Christmas?ò)  So youôve still got 

plenty of time to get those cards out, and Christmas trees stay up through  
January 5 no matter how dry and crispy they may be. 
 

But January 6 ð the Feast of the Epiphany ð begins a different liturgical  

season in our calendar. When I was a child I remember seeing calendars at  
my grandmotherôs house that called January 6 ñThe Manifestation.ò  I never 

understood what that was supposed to mean ð the manifestation of what? 
 

I was not raised in a church that followed a seasonal calendar, and it wasnôt until I became an Episcopalian as a young 

adult that I discovered the beauty of the Feast of the Epiphany. There is one Epiphany hymn that is a particular favorite 
of mine, (#135 ï ñSongs of Thankfulness and Praiseò) in which each verse ends with the words, ñGod in man made 

manifest.ò  The first time I heard that hymn, suddenly, after many years, I remembered that January 6 was also called 

ñThe Manifestation.ò  Manifestation ð perceptible, outward or visible expression. This is the date when we celebrate  

that Jesus has been revealed to be God the Son. Jesus is the visible incarnation of God and in the visitation by the  
magi on Epiphany that human expression has been revealed to all the world. Epiphany doesnôt just happen to follow  

Christmas; rather Epiphany completes the celebration of Christ coming into the world through his revelation as God  

the Son to all the world. 
 

Here at St. Albanôs, our celebration of Epiphany, or the Manifestation, happens on the Sunday closest to January 6 with 
an Epiphany Pageant. This yearôs pageant will be on January 8 at the 10:00 am service (combined 9:00 and 11:00 am 

services).  Please join us for the annual retelling of Mary and Josephôs journey to Bethlehem culminating in the visitation 

by the magi at the stable where the baby Jesus lay, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.     
                                                                                                                                             -Jeff Shankles, Associate Rector 

                                                                                                                                                                      

Note: Please come celebrate the ministry of The Rev. Grayce Rowe on January 6...see page 2 for details. 

From the Rector 


